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ourselves and of the movement is absolutely necessary. I do not
mind having finally to find out that non-violence is an impracti-
cable dream. If such is our belief, it will be at least an honest
belief. For me there is but one thing. I would love to con-
template the dreamland of non-violence in preference to the
practicable reality of violence. I have burnt my boats, but that
has nothing to do with any of my co-workers. The majority of
them have come into the movement as a purely political move-
ment. They do not share my religious beliefs, and I do not seek
to thrust them upon them.

You must get better soon and, if necessary, you should come
here to further discuss the matter.

Tours sincerely,

SJT. KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA

GUNTUR

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S.N. 7977

2.   MT DISAPPOINTMENT
I am not a quick despairer. I see rays of hope even in clouds
of despair and I live on that food. But I must say the meeting1
of the All-India Congress Committee this time disappointed me.
If, as an optimist, I see light even where there is pitch darkness, it
is because I force myself to do so.
If my view had not received a majority, I would certainly have
seen signs of success. However, I feel crushed under the weight
of majority opinion. I do not like shouts of victory; many times I
have actually to plug my ears. With such shouts in their mouths,
frenzied mobs killed people and burned down houses in Ahmeda-
bad, Viramgam, Amritsar2, Chauri Chaura and other places.
The All-India Congress Committee gave me a majority, but I
could see that very few really liked the Bardoli resolutions.3 I got
the votes because I was Gandhi and not because people were
1 Held at 3>elhi on February 24-25, 1922; at this meeting the resolution
suspending mass civil disobedience but allowing individual   satyagraha   was
adopted*
2 la April 1919, during demonstrations against the Rowlatt Act, mobs had
resorted to violence  at Ahmedabad,  Viramgam and Amritsar.
3 The Working Committee of the Congress met at Bardoli on  February
11 and 12. At Gandhiji's instance, it decided to cancel the programme of mass
civil disobedience  and to substitute  a constructive programme of  spinning,
temperance, social reform and educational activities^